
Katharina von Bora Born: Jan. 29, 1499 | Saxony Died: Dec. 20, 1552 | Torgau, Ger-
many A nun who followed her faith and later became Luther’s wife 

Katharina von Bora was born in Saxony in 1499. Not much is known about her family, 
though recently historians have been researching to learn more about her early life. 
What is known is that she was born to a family of impoverished nobility and that she was 
sent to live in a Benedictine convent in Brehna when she was very young, around six. 
Thus Katharina began her education in a convent school, leading her on the path to be-
coming a nun. 

In 1509, Katharina’s father arranged for her to be sent to the Marienthron cloister at 
Nimbschen, where her aunt was the abbess. Part of the Cistercian order, these nuns lived sparse lives without any luxury and 
performed manual labor, especially in the field. Katharina lived there as a postulant (candidate for the order) until 1515 when, 
at the age of 16, she took her vows and became a novice. Katharina took her vows seriously in the coming years, living a life of 
poverty and manual labor. 

In the meantime, Katharina’s future husband, Martin Luther, was calling for reform in the church. These writings made their 
way into the hands of some of the nuns at Marienthron. What impacted Katharina the most from Luther’s writings was learn-
ing of St. Paul’s teachings that grace came from faith alone, not through prayer or works. This inspired Katharina and nine 
other nuns to escape life in the convent. It took such courage, conviction and an incredible faith for Katharina to take the step 
to leave the only way of life she had ever known. 

When their families were not willing to aid them (for it was against the law to do so), the sisters secretly wrote to Luther for 
help. He chose to help based on this reasoning: “They permit children to enter the cloister where there is no daily practice of 
the Word of God and they seldom or never hear the Gospel rightly preached. This is reason enough to have these persons 
pulled out of the cloister and snatched away by any means possible.” Luther enlisted his good friend, Leonhard Koppe, who 
regularly delivered supplies, including barrels of herring, to the convent. One day, the barrels he left the convent with were 
still full—of the escaping nuns! 

Over the next year, Luther found homes for all of the nuns who had arrived in Wittenburg except one — Katharina. It was 
then that Katharina, 26, and Luther, 42, were married June 13, 1525. Katharina, often called “Katie” by her husband, became 
the helpmeet for the reformer. Katharina ran the household for Luther, taking care of the finances and making the former 
monastery (Black Cloister) where they lived self-sufficient by running a boarding house and brewing beer. This allowed Luther 
to focus on theological issues and his family. Luther and Katharina had six children, four of whom lived to adulthood. Kathari-
na was invaluable to her husband. Luther once wrote, “I would not exchange my Katie for France or for Venice.” 

Katharina and Martin developed a love and unending bond. When her husband died Feb. 18, 1546, she was heartbroken. She 
wrote to her sister-in-law, “My sorrow is so deep that no words can express my heartbreak. … I can neither eat nor drink, not 
even sleep.” 
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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love 
for all His people.  There is friendship, fellowship, 
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness. 
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OUR MISSION Share the Joy 
of His News by growing inward 

through God’s Word, 
Sacraments and fellowship and 
by growing outward through 
words, actions, and mission 

outreach. 
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Please have all infor-
mation or articles 

for the newsletter to 
blythe dewey by 25th, 

thank you! 

Healthy habits: frostbite 

It's that time of year when we all 
think we're freezing but here are 
some tips to avoid actually freez-
ing.  FROSTBITE is when the skin 
and the tissues just below it freeze.  In 
cold, windy weather it can occur in 
mere minutes.  Pay attention to wind 
chills.  When they dip below zero 
your skin becomes most vulnera-
ble.  The National Weather Service 
has a chart you can download with the 
temperatures and wind chill values 
and how soon they result in FROST-
BITE. 
 
FROSTBITE most often occurs on 
exposed skin areas such as ears, tip of 
the nose, chin and cheeks but can also 
include fingers and toes.  The affected 
areas will first be very cold to touch, 
then red, numb, hard, and pale in that 
order.   
 

To prevent FROSTBITE follow these 
tips: 

* Cover your ears with a hat or head-
band. 

* Wear a scarf. 

* Wear mittens.  They keep hands 
warm better than gloves 

* Change wet clothing as soon as pos-
sible, especially socks and gloves. 

* Wear layers of clothing.  The air 
trapped between the layers will 
help to insulate. 

* *In very cold weather add a face-
mask. 

Carry an emergency kit in your car with 
extra clothing and a mylar blan-
ket.  These blankets will fold up to the 
size of a deck of cards but provide great 
protection from cold.  You can find 
them online or at a sporting goods store. 

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 
please consider receiving your 
monthly newsletter via email to 
conserve and save paper.  Please 
contact Blythe Dewey at the 
church office 826-3883 or secre-
tarystjohn@hotmail.com with 
your email address. Thank you 
for going GREEN! 

 January birthdays & baptisms 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Arlin Pomajzl 
3 Blythe Dewey 
4 Tom Nyhoff 
5 Lyndsey Williams 
6 Marilyn Nelson 
7 Paul Beck, Patricia Prochnow, Julie 
Reetz, Jeana Rezac 
9 Skye Hoyer 
11 Denise Slama 
13 Joy Kouba 
15 Barb Hansmeyer 
16 Jessica McBride, Estelle Reetz 
17 Kristi Doiel  
18 Logan Adam, Nick Hollman 
19 Loren Beck, Matt Walker 

20 Nick Ellingson 
23 Anne Fletcher 
25 Matt Karl 
26 Angela Dello 
27 Harry Meinke, Nicole Reetz, Kyle 
Shore 
28 Savannah Hensley 
29 Sherry Davis 
30 Brian Persing 
31 Dave Eggert 
BAPTISMS 
 1 Steve VanAsperen, Fred Weidner 
3 Tanna Nitzel 
4 Aaron Meinke 
7 Ellen Miller 
8 Jayne VanAsperen 

10 Lilian Underwood 
12 Chris Williams 
14 Joe Kalkwarf, Don Rejcha 
15 Hannah Ochs 
16 Melissa Gash, Kate [LaVerna] Kattau 
19 Troy Henning, Barb Meinke 
20 Marilyn Nelson, Lyndsey Williams 
21 Doug Kattau, Scott Murphy 
23 Jeana Rezac 
27 Estelle Reetz 
28 Matt Walker, Seth Brethouwer 
29 Dan Meinke, Andrew Munro, Kent Nel-
son 
 



 

The Christmas season has come 
and gone, we hope everyone 
had a blessed Christmas.  

 
Thank you to everyone who has 
agreed to run for a office on the 
church board.  

 
Happy new year  
The Elders  

 The call process is still on go-
ing. Regretfully our first candi-
date respectfully declined our 
offer. Hopefully we will soon 
find our new shepherd to lead 
our congregation. Please keep 
praying! If you have any ques-
tions or concerns please talk 
with one of the elders or anyone 
on the call committee.  
                                              

ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH –LCMS 

11400 W. Panama Road, Crete, NE  68333 
4 miles East & 2 miles South of Crete 

www.stjohnkramer.org 
 

Office: 826-3883 
secretarystjohn@hotmail.com 

Rev. Mark Williamson, Vacancy Pastor 
402-782-1802, mwmson56@yahoo.com 

 
For emergency Pastoral care, 

Rev. Haynes 440-5546, 
haynes1213@aol.com 

Or Brent Wohl 440-6843 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH 

Schedule at a Glance 

Worship Service (Sundays)                 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School (Sundays)                             10:30 a.m. 

Bible Class (Sundays)                10:30 a.m. 

Midweek Classes (Wednesdays)                              6:30 p.m. 

Elder’s Meeting (January 10)                 7:30 p.m. 

Lutheran Women in Mission (January 17)               7:00 p.m. 

Ladies Aid Meeting (January 25)               12:00 p.m. 

Men’s Bible Study (January 10)                 7:00 p.m. 

Quarterly Council & Voters Meeting (January 30)  6:30 & 8:00 p.m.               

DUTY January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 

Organist Jolene Reetz Jayne VanAsperen Jolene Reetz Jayne VanAsperen 

Elders Roger Koch Ken Tesar Brent Wohl Tim McDermott 

Greeters 
Mr. & Mrs.  
Bob Renner 

Mr. & Mrs.  
Rollo Schultz 

Mr. & Mrs. 
Byron Shore 

Mr. & Mrs.  
Ken Tesar 

Acolytes Rylee Pospichal 
& Elliott Reitz 

Maggie Wohl, 
Ashlyn & Jordyn 

Adam 

Nick Hollman 
& Colton Homolka 

Mara & 
Skye Hoyer 

January 29 

Jolene Reetz 

John Reitz 

Mr. & Mrs. 
James Walker 

Mersadies Kvas-
nicka & 

Ted Muff 

THOSE SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF january 
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From the elder’s 
PLEASE JOIN US for quilting day 
on Thursday, January 5, 2017, from 
9:30 am to 2:00 pm.  Please join us 
any time during those hours.  Please 
bring something to share for lunch 
and bring a scissors.  No sewing ex-
perience necessary.  The quilts are 
primarily donated to Orphan Grain 
Train and most go to the orphanages 
in Russia and the Baltic na-
tions.  Thank you for your help with 
this project. 


