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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love for all His people.  There is friendship, fellowship, and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness. 

Luther had been called by the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, and the German princes to the diet (meeting) of the German nation, which was to be held at the city of Worms (pronounced “Vorms”). Luther’s own prince, Frederick the Wise, was among the nobility in attendance. Luther arrived under the Emperor’s guar-antee of safe passage April 16, 1521. He was called not to debate, but simply to recant his writings.  
“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason, I do not accept the authori-ty of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other. My conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand; I can do no other. God help me. Amen.” With these words, Luther risked being named a heretic and thus an outlaw with a price on his head.  

Charles V wasted little time in condemning Luther. True to his word, however, Charles granted Luther safe passage to re-turn to Wittenberg. He had 21 days to return home. As he and two of his companions traveled, they were suddenly accost-ed by several armed horsemen. They pulled Luther from the wagon and whisked him away as his friends watched in horror, certain they would never see Luther alive again. 
The elaborate plot, with the blessing of Frederick the Wise, was to “kidnap” Luther and see that he was held safely away from those who might be plotting his death. Frederick knew nothing of the details only that Luther was taken to safety. This gave him plausible deniability should the Emperor ask Frederick if he knew Luther’s whereabouts. Luther was taken to the Wartburg castle in the dark of night. He grew out his hair and beard, traded in his monk’s robe for the attire of a knight and lived under the pseudonym Knight George.  
He saw no one, save the few trusted souls that attended his needs. He complained of depression, loneliness and boredom. He was not used to the rich food served there, and it did not sit well with him. Work was his deliverance. During his 10-month exile, he produced what to some would be a lifetime of work. He translated the entire New Testament from Greek into German. This work alone helped to codify the German language, and it put the Scriptures directly into the hands of the laymen. He worked at a feverish pace and accomplished this feat in 11 weeks. Among his many books written during this time were a commentary on Psalm 68 in German as a devotional for the laity, and a commentary on the Magnificat.  
In Luther’s absence, several men — including Andreas Carlstadt, a professor at Wittenberg — threw all order to the wind, and the church was left in relative chaos. Altars were destroyed, and images of saints were smashed. Nothing even hinting at Catholicism was left untouched, including how the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. Luther shed his knight’s clothing, and on March 9, he returned to the pulpit in Wittenberg. Peace quickly returned to the tumultuous city following a week of ser-mons on the importance of teaching before any changes could be made, Law and Gospel, and the strengthening of the weak-er member of the body of Christ. For all the uproar his 95 Theses caused, no one could deny that his words could be equally calming and healing.  
Luther’s exile was over. For the rest of his life, the Edict of Worms that declared Luther a heretic hung over him, but Ger-many was not about to let an outside emperor dictate the fate of the father of the Reformation. 
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Healthy habits: flu season 
> Influenza (Flu) season is coming soon 
to a person near you.  Don't let it catch 
you unprepared.  October is prime time 
to get your immunization shot.  It takes 
two weeks to be completely effective so 
schedule your shot now.  You'll want it 
in full effect before the holidays. 
>  
> You can no longer get the nasal 
spray.  It has been taken off the market 
because it was ineffective.  The shot 
does not contain a living virus and can-
not give you the flu.  You may experi-
ence a fever and aching muscles, and 
soreness at the site of injection but these 
are reactions to the injection, not the 
flu.   
 
The flu is not a bad cold or a stomach 
upset with diarrhea and vomiting.  It is a 
serious respiratory infection from which 
many people become extremely ill and 

some die.  The vaccination is your best 
chance to avoid getting the flu.  It is 
67% effective in preventing flu and 
those who do still get it, get a milder 
case. This year it covers three strains of 
influenza, including Hong Kong 
flu.  The early cases showing up in the 
USA have been the Hong Kong varie-
ty.  It is recommended that everyone 
over six months of age be vaccinated, 
especially those over 65 years of age.   
>  
> In addition to getting the flu shot, 
protect yourself from infected people by 
keeping at least six feet away from any-
one coughing or sneezing.  Wash your 
hands with mild soap for thirty seconds 
frequently and always after shopping, 
shaking hands, and before eating.   
>  
> These are healthy habits you can con-
trol!  

CLOTHING FOR ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN: We can once again send used clothing to Orphan Grain Train. When leaving clothes at the back door, please mark them for either OGT or PCM (People's City Mission). 

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER please consider receiving your monthly newsletter via email to conserve and save paper.  Please contact Cathy Hollman at the church office 826-3883 or cathy-atchurch@hotmail.com with your email address. Thank you for going GREEN! 
 November birthdays & baptisms 

BIRTHDAYS 1 Haylee Shore 3 Roger Brunelle 6 Kay Jordan, Gerald Reetz 7 Mersadies Kvasnicka 8 Gwendolyn Dewey, Eric Dewey Jr., Dillion Samples 9 Dawn Smith, Lewis Clark, Kelsie Musil, Vicky Ochs, Olga Weidner, Heather Wendelin 10 Teagan Kalkwarf, Irene Reiss 12 Andrew Kahle, Kasey Murphy 15 Carol Brinkmeyer 16 Jeff Meinke 19 Brad Hestermann, Amy Munro 22 Judy Wohl 23 Caleb Markey 25 Robert Kvasnicka, Alayna Poole, 

Sharon Wendelin 26 Ken Kahle 27 Fred Weidner 28 Judi Korte 29 Jayne Vanasperen  BAPTISMS 
 2 Abbie Reitz 3 Jerad Reetz 7 Abagail Scott 8 Maynard Hessheimer, Rodney Strufing 10 Donna Brunelle, Scott Brunelle, Jaclyn Ourada 13 A. J. Ellingson 17 Brady Ellingson, Eric Ellingson 18 Fran Sieck 19 Chloe Davis 

20 Tim McDermott, Sean Murphy 22 Cheyenne DuBray, Dillion Samples 25 Jeff Meinke 26 Kelsie Musil, Gerald Reetz 27 Slane Kvasnicka, Kourtney Tarnick 29 Kay Jordan, Gwen Kalkwarf 

Please contact Cathy Hollman if you notice any missing or incorrect dates on the birthday’s and baptisms page of the newsletter! 

Thanksgiving Day Service Duties 
Thursday, November 24th  9am 

Organist: Jolene Reetz 
Greeters: Mr. & Mrs. Todd Hoyer 

Elder: Terry Reetz 

Advent Service Duties 
Wednesday, November 30th 7:30pm  

Pianist: Ellen Miller 
Greeters: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Langfeldt 

Elder: Ken Tesar 
Please have all infor-mation or articles for the newsletter to cathy hollman by 25th, thank you! 



 

Lambs of Christ preschool news 
 I would like to thank all of the members of St. John’s and Bethlehem for coming to the Pancake Brunch. We were able to raise over 

$1,100 for the preschool to help cover our budget needs. With your help we are able to present a quality preschool program to the Crete 
community and share the love of Jesus with our students and their families. A special thank you to the board members, Michelle 
Wittstruck, Margaret Ahola, Cindy Hoyer, Terri Kuss, Kathy Oelschlager and their families for their help in preparing and serving the 
brunch. 
Currently preschool is holding a fundraiser with the following companies Pampered Chef, Scentsy, and Tastefully Simple. If you would 
like to order from these companies with proceeds going to the preschool please see a preschool family or catalogs are available at your 
church. All orders are due Monday, November 28th. 
The children will be having a Christmas Program on Sunday, December 4th at 3:00 pm in the Sanctuary of Bethlehem. The program will 
be followed by cookie reception. All are welcome to come.  Rhonda Beethe, Teacher, 826-4375, lambsofchristcrete@gmail.com 

tians know to whom we are most grateful in bestowing unto us the best of everything; even when at times it doesn’t seem the best. In turn, our Heavenly Father equally provides us the strength to triumph over periodic earthly obstacles. Still the same, we can be thankful for all things. God con-tinues to provide both gifts of joy, and lessons for learning. Along with this, we may easily find ways to help and pray for those not as fortunate. Therefore, this time of year is both a thankful season of grateful bounty as well as a sincere reason to share.  We also know by our living in Nebraska, the harvest season has a connected mean-ing and a direct impact on many of our neighbors. Together we give thanks and praise to God for the earthly harvest He endlessly provides from them to us all; farm to table. Yet most importantly, through God’s abundant grace and mercy, pardon and peace remain our most pre-cious gifts. So to that end, now faithfully 

November brings with it the antici-pated celebration of our nation’s traditional holiday event – Thanks-giving. It is agreeable that we be-come festive, with food, fun, re-freshment and football. It is a place-holder reserved on our calendar to gather with family and friends; to be grateful for our abundance in which we are truly blessed.   So by default, Thanksgiving is a unique, historic reminder to be thankful. It is our prompt to cherish and to embrace those who enrich our lives as they provide lasting memories of love and fellowship. We can be appreciative for many, many things – spouse, children, job, school, home, good health, laughter, a life well-lived, and now – the obvi-ous realization that being thankful shouldn’t be a single-day occasion.  Throughout the year, we as Chris-

FROM THE ELDERS 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
will be Sunday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m.  Parents please sign your child(ren) up on the sheet the narthex.  We will rehearse every Sunday beginning on October 30th during the Sunday school hour right after church ,10:30-11:30am. 

comforted, we hold tight to our Savior and await our heavenly, harvest-home.   May God grant you joy with a few provided verses from hymn #574, "Come Ye Thankful 
People, Come”. It is both beautiful in word and in melody and perhaps a wonderful source of prayerful consideration in the coming weeks: 
Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of Harvest-home. All be safely gathered in, ere the winter storms 
begin;  
God, our Maker, doth provide, for our wants to be supplied,  Come to God's own temple, come; raise the song 
of Harvest-home. Even so, Lord, quickly come, to Thy final Har-vest-home;  Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, 
free from sin. There, forever purified, in Thy garner to abide. Come with all Thine angels, come. Raise the 
glorious Harvest-home.                           -By Henry Alford, 1810-
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NEW MEN'S BIBLE STUDY will be held on the second Tuesday of each month in the church basement at 7 PM. The first study will take place on 8 November.   All are welcome! Please consider giving it a try! Contact Tim McDermott, Les Korte, or Roger Koch for further information. 



 

NEW BUSINESS: Election will be held at our November meeting. Names drawn for the nominating committee were: Marilyn Nast, Shirley Reetz, and LaVonne Nitzel. October birthdays—Dianne Kouba, October anniversary—Leroy and Donna Hillgren. Hostess for the November meeting will be Carol Brinkmeyer. The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer and the common table pray-er.  Dianne Kouba, substitute secretary 

The St. John Ladies Aid met on Wednesday, October 26th, 2016. Carol Brinkmeyer led us in the study of Mary and Martha, Luke 10:38-42. Roll call was taken with 8 members present.  The minutes of the September meeting were read and approved.  The treasur-er’s report was given and ap-proved. OLD BUSINESS: Dianne Kouba thanked the ladies for the cookies and deviled eggs donated to the Crete Blood Drive held on Octo-ber 18th.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH 
Schedule at a Glance 
Worship Service (Sundays)                    9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sundays)                               10:30 a.m. 
Bible Class (Sundays)                   10:30 a.m. 
Midweek Classes (Wednesdays)                                6:30 p.m. 
Elder’s Meeting (November 7)                   7:30 p.m. 
Lutheran Women in Mission (November 15)                 7:00 p.m. 
Ladies Aid Meeting (November 30)                  2:00 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study (November 8)                                           7:00 p.m. 

DUTY November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27 
Organist Jolene Reetz Jayne VanAsperen Jayne VanAsperen Jolene Reetz 

Elders Roger Koch John Reitz Tim McDermott Brent Wohl 

Greeters Darleen Dittmer & Diane Gropp Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Eggert Mr. & Mrs. Troy Henning Mr. & Mrs. Roger Koch 

Acolytes Aaron & Jacob Meinke & Madison Persing Olivia & Hugo Pomajzl Ted Muff & Elliott Reitz Maggie Wohl & Rylee Pospichal 

THOSE SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF November
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Ladies aid minutes 

ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH –LCMS 11400 W. Panama Road, Crete, NE  68333 4 miles East & 2 miles South of Crete www.stjohnkramer.org  Office: 826-3883 cathyatchurch@hotmail.com Rev. Mark Williamson, Vacancy Pastor 402-782-1802, mwmson56@yahoo.com  For emergency Pastoral care, Rev. Haynes 440-5546, haynes1213@aol.com Or Brent Wohl 440-6843 

OUR MISSION Share the Joy of His 
News by growing inward through 

God’s Word, Sacraments and fellow-
ship and by growing outward through 
words, actions, and mission outreach. 

LWML will be collecting canned goods 
and non perishable food items during the month of November.  Please bring your items to church and place them in the tote box in the narthex.  These will be donated to Blue Valley in Crete for distribution to needy persons.  We hope to deliver them to Blue Valley by Thanksgiving.  Thanks for your help! 


