
Divine Service Setting One 
Second Sunday of Easter – April 11, 2021 

St John Lutheran Church, Crete (Kramer), NE 
Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus 

Hymn of Invocation 
465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 

In praise of love that still abounds: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and 

clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here: 

“Christ has triumphed! Christ has 

triumphed!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2 Eternal is the gift He brings, 

Therefore our heart with rapture 

sings: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Now still He comes to give us life 

And by His presence stills all strife. 

Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

Set heart and will on things above 

That we conquer through Your 

triumph; 

Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 

That by our lives we truly say: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

D 4 Adoring praises now we bring 

And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 

“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 

Be to the Father and our Lord, 

To Spirit blest, most holy God, 

All the glory, never ending! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003683 
Tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit     See Insert  

Kyrie  

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C ♫ Amen. 



Hymn of Praise 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C ♫ Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C  ♫ And also with you. 
P  Let us pray.  …one God, now and forever. 
C ♫ Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading     See Insert 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual     See Insert 

Epistle Reading      See Insert 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse  

C ♫ Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 



Holy Gospel Reading  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C ♫ Glory to You, O Lord. 
      See Insert  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C ♫ Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day 

470 O Sons and Daughters of the King 

 

 

 
 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 

That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 

     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



 

9 On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 

To God your hearts and voices raise. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon     “Life and Light”    1 John 1:1-2:2 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Hymn  
 464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Church  
 

   Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass  against us;  and lead us not into temptation,  but 
deliver us from evil.   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

Closing Collect 

P Let us pray.   
C ♫ Amen. 
 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C ♫ Amen. 
Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn to Depart 

474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003683 

Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003683 
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH  

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Crete, Nebraska. Rev. Maynard L. Toensing Jr. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                 APRIL 11,  2021                              

WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO OUR WORSHIP SERVICE ON THE 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER.     The Risen Christ Breathes His Peace in the 

Holy Absolution.  The crucified and risen Lord Jesus appeared to His apostles on the 

first Easter Sunday. He “came and stood among them,” and with His Word and the 

wounds in “his hands and his side,” He granted them His peace (John 20:19–20). He 

sent them as ministers of the Gospel in His name to bestow the life-giving Holy Spirit 

for us and for His whole Church through the forgiveness of sins (John 

20:21–23). Through this apostolic ministry, He calls us to believe that 

He “is the Christ, the Son of God,” so that by such faith we “may have 

life in his name” (John 20:31). The apostles “have seen and heard” this 

divine life manifested in the flesh of Christ, and those who succeed 

them in this apostolic ministry now proclaim that same Absolution to 

us, so that we “too may have fellowship” with the risen Christ, with the 

apostles and “with one another” (1 John 1:1–7). The one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church lives by “their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus,” and all who believe this Word are “of one heart and soul,” 

because in Him they truly have “everything in common” (Acts 4:32–

33).  The readings today are as follows:  the First Reading is Acts 4:32-

35, the Epistle Reading is 1 John 1:1-2:2 and the Holy Gospel Reading is John 20:19-

31.  The text today is the Epistle Reading and the sermon is titled, "Life and 

Light".  

TODAY’S LIFE QUOTE…“Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter clinched it for 

Paul. If God’s Son, divine and holy from all eternity, would take on human flesh for 

me, obey the commandments for me, suffer and die for me, and rise again to 

guarantee my forgiveness and resurrection, there can be no doubt. He loves me.” Rev. 

Mark Jeske, Time of Grace – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAMILY OF GOD…. 
 

In our prayers today:  For the family of Carolyn Homp (Pastor's aunt who passed away on 

Easter Eve), Hudson (Troy and Cari’s newborn grandson), Kenny (Merlin and Maureen 

Bett’s son) 
  
For God’s continued care:   All who have been infected with COVID-19, Camdon (Betts' 

great-grandson), Petra Dewey, Tim Hardt, Tammy Homolka, Norman and Alice Johnson 

(Linda Lee’s parents), LaVerna (Kate) Kattau, Titus Kotas (Heath Dewey’s close friend), 

Joy Kouba,  Amy Munro Kounovsky, Linda Lee, Gary Peace (Deanna Eggert’s cousin), 

Linda Pomajzl, Abbey Reetz, Elmer Reetz, Mike Reiss (Del’s son), Garrett Reitz, Kristi 

Reitz, Tina Rockenbach, Judy Toensing, Noreen Wild 
 

Those in our congregation who are shut in:  Dan Murphy, Albert Vosika, August 

Wendelin 
 

For our adopted Missionaries:  Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul…please see the bulletin 

board in the Narthex for the April Newsletter—copies are also available on Narthex table 
 

PARISH NEWS AND NOTES  
 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK…Church Council will meet Monday, April 12 at 6:30 pm---

please wear a mask… Quilting Group will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, April 

13 at 9:30 am to 2:00 pm.  Sewing experience not necessary---just bring a scissors and a sack 

lunch and prepare to have fun!...…Midweek/Confirmation Class will meet Wednesday, 

April 14 at 6:30 pm…LWML ZONE WORKSHOP is April 17 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

THANK YOU…I wish to thank the members of St. John for the sympathy and kindness 

shared when my mother passed away last month. We deeply appreciate the thoughts and 

prayers you expressed in their many ways. We are always grateful for our church friends, but 

even more so during such times as these. Your comfort and support were most helpful. – 

Gloria McDermott 

 ST JOHN LWML will host a Zone workshop on Saturday, April 17, from 10:00am to 

12:00 noon with registration beginning at 9:30am.  Featured speaker will be Rev. Steve Sirek 

from Orphan Grain Train.  Ladies of the congregation are invited to attend as guests. 

LWML MEMBERS…set up for the zone workshop will be Friday, April 16, at 2:00pm.   
 

QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING will be Monday, April 19 at 6:30 pm.   



WORSHIP SERVICE attendance for Maundy Thursday was 44 with 40 attending Holy 

Communion.  Attendance for Good Friday was 80.  Attendance for Easter Sunday (four 

worship services) was reported as 185 with 142 attending Holy Communion.  The worship 

services are recorded and put on www.stjohnkramer.org website.  Once again, thank you to 

all who have made this possible for all of us! 
 

OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR FEBRUARY, 2021: 

General Budget    $ 11,417.00 

Missions                 $      270.00 

Lent Worship Services   $        81.00 

Scholarship Fund   $        15.00 

Lambs of Christ                 $        15.00 

Church Beautification Fund  $        25.00 
 

 

St. John Lutheran Church – 11400 West Panama Road – Crete, NE 68333 

Secretary E-Mail: secretarystjohn@hotmail.com   Church Office: 402-826-3883 

Secretary Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:15 - noon 

Website: www.stjohnkramer.org 

 

OUR MISSION…Share the Joy of His News by growing inward through God’s Word, 

Sacraments and fellowship and by growing outward through words, actions and mission 

outreach. 

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE, you may contact Pastor Toensing at 402-418-

8760 or by email at pastortoensing@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ABOUT THE COVER…Though Thomas believed upon the sight of the risen Christ, Jesus says that those who have not 

seen and yet believe are blessed.  Just as John’s Gospel account tells us, these events were recorded, written, preserved, and 

shared so that we might have faith and believe that Jesus is not only the Christ but also our Christ.  By the power of the Holy 

Spirit at work through the Word, the very faith of which Jesus speaks is happening today in us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


