
St John Lutheran Church, Crete (Kramer), NE 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost-September 20, 2020 

Divine Service Setting One 
Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus 

 
Hymn of Invocation 

496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 



P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit        
 See Insert 

Kyrie  
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C ♫ Amen. 



Hymn of Praise 
This Is the Feast  
C ♫  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
 people of God.  Refrain     
2 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 
 His.  Refrain 
3 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
4 Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
     Refrain 

5 For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  Final Refrain 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C  ♫ And also with you. 
P  Let us pray.  …one God, now and forever. 
C ♫ Amen. 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading  
     See Insert 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading 
     See Insert 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse  
C ♫ Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 



Holy Gospel Reading  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C ♫ Glory to You, O Lord. 
      See Insert  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C ♫ Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day 

688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



Sermon  “God’s Plans”    Isaiah 55:6-9 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate.   He suffered and was buried.   And 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.   And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father  and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 
C ♫ And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C ♫ We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C ♫ It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  

C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross.+++Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass  against us;  and lead us not into temptation,  but 
deliver us from evil.   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.   Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” +++ In the same way also He took the cup 
after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C ♫ Amen. 

Agnus Dei  

C ♫ Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  
    have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Sit 

 



Distribution (A single dismissal will be given at the end of distribution when 
all have communed.) 

 
Distribution Hymns (as needed for number of communicants) 

 

818 In Thee Is Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger 
stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance 
stayed 
    Which over us impended. 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 
    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

 



7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 
    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 
    And I shall never perish. 

 
8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 
    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and 
live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 
 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
Thank the Lord  

C ♫ Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C ♫ Amen. 

 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C ♫ Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 

 

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER  PENTECOST SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO OUR WORSHIP SERVICE ON THE 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.  Disciples Live in Their 

Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ.  Those who are sent as “laborers for 

his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide diversity of vocations to which the 

disciples of Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our particular stations in life may be, we 

are called to live and serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything 

before Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. In mercy, He 

has chosen to bear “the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give 

us what belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven 

(Matt. 20:12–15). This way of the Lord is foolishness to the 

world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws near, so that 

“he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and 

“abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found in 

Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by 

life or by death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) 

or by suffering. It is by faith in His forgiveness that our 

works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).  The readings 

today are as follows:  the Old Testament Reading is Isaiah 

55:6-9, the Epistle Reading is Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30, and the Holy Gospel 

Reading is Matthew 20:1-16.  The sermon is titled, “God’s Plans” and the text is 

Isaiah 55:6-9. 

HOLY COMMUNION… Jesus promised that it was to our advantage that He go 

away and send the Holy Spirit for His church (John 16:7).  That advantage became 

immediately evident on PENTECOST as the Holy Spirit empowered the preaching 

of repentance and forgiveness and employed the use of baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper to build the church of Christ (Acts 2).  The Holy Spirit is still acting for our 

advantage as Christ comes to us with His true body and blood in the sacrament of 

Holy Communion today.  Because doctrinal oneness is central to the common 

reception of the Lord’s Supper, we practice close(d) communion; and guests desiring 

to commune are asked to speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAMILY OF GOD…. 

 

In our prayers today:   Petra Dewey, LaVerna (Kate) Kattau, Gary Peace (Deanna 

Eggert’s cousin) 

 

For God’s continued care:   All who have been infected with COVID-19, Kristi 

Albrecht, Maureen Betts, Darleen Dittmer, Travis Eggert, Tim Hardt, Tammy 

Homolka, Norman Johnson (Linda Lee’s father), Titus Kotas (Heath Dewey’s close 

friend),  Amy Munro Kounovsky, Dan Murphy, Elmer Reetz, Mike Reiss (Del’s 

son), Rollo Schultz, Lisa Ulrich (Blythe Dewey’s mother), Olga Weidner, Noreen 

Wild 

 Those in our congregation who are shut in:   Loren Beck, Albert Vosika, August 

Wendelin 

PARISH NEWS AND NOTES  
 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK…Circuit Pastors’ Meeting at Calvary Lutheran Sept 

22…Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 9:30 am to 2:00 pm on Sept 22…Midweek 

Class meets Sept 23 at 6:30 pm…Cell Group meets Sept 25 at 7:30 pm in Fellowship 

Hall.  FYI, Ladies Aid will meet this month on Sept 30 at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

LYF road side cleanup will be next Sunday, September 27, following the 10:00 am 

worship service.  After road side cleanup, LYF will meet for lunch and some activities 

and planning. 

 

VACATION…Pastor and Shelley will be on vacation September 24 through October 

7. Pastor Benson will be on call for urgent situations.   

 

MIGHTY MITES MONTH… If you put a few coins into a tin can and ask a child to 

shake it, those few tiny coins will make a MIGHTY big noise!  The same thing 

happens with those coins when we contribute them to a MITE box.  God turns those 

tiny coins into some MIGHTY mission work!  While you may become quickly tired 

of that mighty noise the coins make in that tin can, God will never get tired of 

receiving whatever we have to offer!   



SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. 

Approximately from 9:30-10:15 a.m. No opening singing at this time. Class will be 

held in the Fellowship Hall where social distancing can be maintained and masks will 

be required except during snack time. We hope to provide a sense of familiarity and 

comfort to the children (and parents) during a not-so-typical start to the school year.  

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER AND SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER are available in 

the Narthex. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE attendance for the September 13 services has been reported as 

103.  The Worship Service was recorded and put on www.stjohnkramer.org website.  

Once again, thank you to all who have made this possible for all of us! 

 
OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR AUGUST, 2020: 

General Budget $9,655.00 

Loose Plate  $   687.50 

Mission  $   145.00 

 

TODAY’S LIFE QUOTE…“The Adoption Creed: ‘Not flesh of my flesh, nor bone of my 

bone, but still miraculously my own; never forget for a single minute, you didn’t grow under 

my heart, but in it.’” – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 
 

St. John Lutheran Church – 11400 West Panama Road – Crete, NE 68333 

Secretary E-Mail: secretarystjohn@hotmail.com   Church Office: 402-826-3883 

Secretary Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:15 - noon 

Website: www.stjohnkramer.org 

 

OUR MISSION…Share the Joy of His News by growing inward through God’s Word, 

Sacraments and fellowship and by growing outward through words, actions and mission 

outreach. 

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE, you may contact Pastor Toensing at 402-418-

8760 or by email at pastortoensing@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE COVER:  The employer in the parable gave his workers exactly what had been promised.  Jesus calls us to 

see that God’s promises are not based upon the work that we do.  Rather, God’s promises are based upon the call itself.  God 

does not prorate His grace toward us, and we should not be concerned with how He shows generosity to others.  His 

promises to us are eternal in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


