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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love
for all His people. There is friendship, fellowship,
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It Will Be Restored
I don’t know a whole lot about restoring an old car. I don’t have the means or the patience to do something like that. But I do
enjoy seeing an early model car that has been restored to pristine condition. Millions of Model-T Fords were built a century
ago. It is estimated that maybe 1%-2% of them are still around and drivable. The place you will most likely see one is in a museum or in a parade.
The process of restoration is something that takes time. Taking a junked and rusted out car and looking to rebuild it from spare
parts could take years. And its hard to keep things up because things in this world are in constant decay. It takes energy to
keep things going. But with time, everything in the universe is headed for decay. But … it will be restored.
The process of decay began very quickly after the creation of the universe because of the foolish act of the first humans. Adam
and Eve gave in to the temptation to be like God; the sought knowledge through the forbidden fruit, and it brought sin, pain,
sorrow, and guilt into the world. Work became hard. The pain of labor and birth increased. And each day since is filled with
regrets, pains, troubles, etc.
But God is looking to restore it all. A time is coming when all the decay of this fallen world will be reversed. God is going to
restore His broken creation. It will all be made new as at the beginning. Those who will enjoy God’s restored, new creation
are those who recognize His means for doing so. And that means believing in the true Triune God, acknowledging our sin
against His commands, and looking in faith to Jesus Christ—the God/Man—who walked among us and did the work necessary
to bring about the hope of this restoration.
Restoring and fixing the world is not something man can do. Not by any sheer act of his will. Not by knowledge. Not by science. Not by any reasonable means we could ever come up with. This world is in decay because of sin against God. Only God
can fix it.
And He will.
Those who will enjoy His new creation, those who will see God face-to-face, those who will live forever are those who believe
in Jesus Christ as the Word of God made flesh and the Savior
of man from sin. Those who call upon His name are those
who will enjoy the new, restored, perfect world and universe
of God’s making—or re-making.
What it will look like? Not sure, but we have hints of it from
the Bible. We will just have to wait and see. Most importantly for us now: follow Jesus. Believe in Him. Trust in
His suffering and death and resurrection which conquered
death and secured reconciliation with God for you. In Christ
alone do we have the certainty of seeing—and living in forever!—Creation restored.
The peace of Christ be with you,
Pastor Toensing
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LAMBS OF CHRIST PRESCHOOL
Please have all information or articles
for the newsletter to
Chris Hollman by
25th, thank you!

Thank You
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support of our
Preschool this past year. Without your continued support our program would not be
able to touch the children and their families as it does.
Christmas Program

Clothing for Orphan Grain Train:
We can once again send used clothing to Orphan Grain Train. When
leaving clothes in the drop box outside the church by the back door,
please mark them for either OGT or
PCM (People's City Mission).

THANK YOU from The
Orphan Grain Train and
People’s City Mission
for all the donations
given this year. Every
little bit is always appreciated!

BIRTHDAYS
1 Arlin Pomajzl
3 Blythe Dewey
4 Tom Nyhoff
5 Lyndsey Williams
6 Marilyn Nelson
7 Paul Beck, Patricia Prochnow,
Julie Reetz, Jeana Scholz
9 Skye Hoyer
11 Denise Slama, Castyn Ziemann
12 Bryan Bell, Jr
13 Joy Kouba
15 Barb Hansmeyer
16 Jessica McBride, Estelle Reetz
17 Kristi Doiel
18 Logan Adam, Nick Hollman
19 Loren Beck, Matt Walker

The Lambs of Christ Christmas program was held on Sunday December 8th at 6:00
pm followed by a cookie reception. We are so glad that so many were able to join us,
the children had a great time singing about the birth of our savior.
January 2020
Happy New Year! It is hard to believe another year is beginning; the last few
months of school have just flown by. Classes will begin again on Monday January 6. I
am looking forward to hearing all about their wonderful Christmas adventures. .
Future Events
We will be preparing for the annual Chili Feed and Raffle that will take place on
Sunday, February 9th. If you are interested in donating an item for the raffle please let
me know and I will gladly pick it up. We have had some fantastic donations in the past
and I am looking forward to the ongoing support again this year. The children will
sing both at church, and during lunch for your enjoyment.
God’s Blessing’s
Kathy Oelschlager
lambsofchrist@gmail.com (402)826-4375

20 Nick Ellingson
23 Anne Fletcher
25 Matt Karl
26 Angela Dello
27 Harry Meinke, Nicole Reetz,
Kyle Shore
28 Savannah Hensley
29 Sherry Davis
30 Brian Persing
31 Dave Eggert

BAPTISMS
1 Steve VanAsperen, Fred Weidner
3 Tanna Nitzel
4 Aaron Meinke
6 Taiden Warta

7 Ellen Miller
8 Jayne VanAsperen
10 Lilian Underwood
12 Chris Williams
14 Joe Kalkwarf, Don Rejcha
15 Hannah Ochs
16 Melissa Gash, Kate [LaVerna] Kattau
19 Troy Henning, Barb Meinke
20 Marilyn Nelson, Lyndsey Williams
21 Doug Kattau, Scott Murphy
23 Jeana Scholz
27 Estelle Reetz, Cole Novak
28 Matt Walker, Seth Brethouwer,
Liam Lee
29 Dan Meinke, Andrew Munro,
Kent Nelson
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OUR MISSION Share the Joy
of His News by growing inward
through God’s Word,
Sacraments and fellowship and
by growing outward through
words, actions, and mission
outreach.

LWML
And the
Quilting Group
NEWS

Pastor Toensing and the members of St. John,
Thank you SO much for the lovely quilt that you sent us for Christmas! We are slow
in sending you this note because we put the box under the tree and waited until
Christmas Eve to open it. What a joy it was to see your beautiful handiwork, so lovingly tied together with Scripture references and all! The quilt is just the right weight
for our German winters that sometimes get below zero. We're going to take our comforter off our bed and use the quilt instead all winter long!
Attached is a picture of us on the couch wrapped up in the quilt. We also enjoyed
reading all of your notes to us. Thank you for taking the time to do that! We just can't
tell you how much we appreciate your kindness to us and your love for us. Thank you!
In Christ,
Joe and Jennie Asher
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM

In a world that is desperately in need of God’s
guidance in our daily lives, making that available
to ALL is a difficult task. Part of the Main Street
Living Mission Statement is “to present an
evangelistic ministry that invites those
who cannot or do not attend church on a
regular basis”. For a year now we have been
posting the service that airs from each location,
on the web site www.mainstreetliving.com

Members of St. John are reminded of your ongoing invitation to join the Evangelism Committee discussion and Bible
Study on Tuesday, January 7, 2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in
the church Fellowship Hall. There is good opportunity to
take part in the reading, study and conversation based upon a chosen, bible based lesson topic during each of our
monthly meetings.

Check it out. We think you will find it interesting and inspirational.
Local listings on Channel KLKN Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
Jan 5-Rev. Dan Wiese, St Paul Lutheran,
Holdrege
Jan 12-Rev. Stuart Freese, Grace Lutheran, Fairbury

As a further reminder, for those who’ve yet to retrieve an updated membership directory, there remains
enough copies placed on the table in the Narthex for each
member family. Please stop by and pick one up. May the
Lord encourage & bless your
New Year!

Jan 19-Rev. Ryan Matthais, Concordia Univ,
Seward
Jan 26-Rev. John Cotton, Christ Lutheran, Nebraska City

FROM THE ELDERS
RESOLUTIONS
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you Love Me more than these?” John 21:15
Jesus has a wonderful way of restoring us when we fail Him! He does not humiliate us. He does not criticize us. He
does not ask us to make a resolution to try harder. Rather, He takes us aside and asks us to reaffirm our love for Him.
Peter miserably failed his Lord when he fled with the other disciples from the Garden of Gethsemane. Later, he publicly denied that he even knew Jesus. Peter must have wondered if he had been capable of being Jesus’ disciple when
he was unfaithful to Jesus in His most crucial hour.
As you begin a new year, you may be painfully aware that you have failed your Lord in many ways. Perhaps you were
not faithful. Perhaps you disobeyed His word to you. Perhaps you denied Him by the way you lived. Jesus will take
you aside, as He did Peter. He will not berate you. He will not humiliate you. He will ask you to examine your
love for Him. He asked Peter, “Do you love Me?” If your answer, like Peter’s is, “Yes, Lord”, He will reaffirm His
will for you. If you truly love Him, you will obey Him (John 14:15). Jesus does not need your resolutions, your recommitments, or your promises to try harder this year. If your resolve to obey God last year did not help you to be
faithful, it will not make you successful this year. Jesus asks for your love. If you truly love Him, your service for Him
in the new year will be of the quality that He desires.
(taken from Experiencing God Day to Day by Henry & Richard Blackaby)
May God Bless and Prosper you in the New Year, The Elders
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SAVE THE DATE!
Quarterly Voters Meeting is
January 26 following Worship
Service
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH
Schedule at a Glance
Worship Service (Sundays)

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School/LYF/Bible Class (Sundays)

10:30 a.m.

Midweek/Confirmation Classes (Wednesdays)

6:30 p.m.

Ladies Bible Study (January 4)

10:00 a.m.

Elder’s Meeting (January 6)

6:30 p.m.

Evangelism Committee Meeting (January 7)

7:00 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study (January 14)

7:00 p.m.

Lutheran Women in Mission (January 21)

7:00 p.m.

Ladies Aid Meeting (January 29)

2:00 p.m.

LCEF Nebraska District Scholarships Now Available
Applications are now available for the 2020 $1,000 Lutheran
Church Extension Fund (LCEF) Nebraska District Scholarship. Applicants must be a graduating high school senior or
current full-time post-secondary student at an accredited institution with at least one year of courses remaining. Candidates must also be members of a congregation belonging to
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod located in the Nebraska
District.

THOSE SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF January
DUTY

JANUARY 5

JANUARY 12

JANUARY 19

JANUARY 26

Organist/Pianist

Jayne VanAsperen

Jolene Reetz

Ellem Miller

Jolene Reetz

Elders

Roger Koch

Gary Meinke

Todd Hoyer

Mitch Homolka

Greeters

Mr & Mrs Brent
Wohl and Chris
Hollman

Mr & Mrs Wally
Wild and Mr & Mrs
Jeff Meinke

Mr & Mrs Art Brinkmeyer and Mr & Mrs
Roger Brunelle

Mr & Mrs Terry
Dittmer, Darleen
Dittmer, Diane
Kouba

Acolytes

Jordyn Adam &
_________

Katelyn Novak

Nick Hollman &
Ethan Sublett

Cole Novak
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