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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love 
for all His people.  There is friendship, fellowship, 
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness. 

Dear Fellow Saints in Christ, 

I have often had difficulty with authority figures—I don’t know why.  I was always afraid to go and see professors 
when I was in college and at the seminary.  I have often been intimidated by any in authority.  Perhaps that’s just part 
of the character make up of a nerdy little city boy. 

The highest authority of all is God Himself.  God: King of kings, Creator of the universe, Lord of all that is.  And yet 
Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth to be just like me in my humanness in order that He might live, die, and rise … 
for me.  He became sinner for me and took on my curse (2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13).  I am incredibly hum-
bled that the Lord God Almighty, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, stoops down to my lowness and sinfulness and cares 
for me so very much that He was willing to suffer on the cross for my sins.  I know I don’t deserve it, but He did 
it—for me and for you. 

And now, Jesus invites you and me to call Him “brother”.  He is brother to us so that we can know His Father to be 
our Father.  God, who rules all things, is pleased to call you and me His child(ren). 

Recently I read through the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  And in this last reading I was struck by 
the number of times Jesus refers to His Father.  The closeness of that relationship was in everything that Jesus said 
and did.  Jesus invites you and me to know the Father in the same loving, compassionate, caring way.  St. Paul talks a 
bit about this in Romans 8:15 and Galatians 4:6; we are allowed to call Him 
“Abba”.  This is like saying, “Daddy.”  Trusting, loving, dearest Daddy.  For 
one who has difficulty with authority figures, to call GOD “Daddy” … it’s a 
little bit hard to get used to; but this is what Jesus and the Father invite us to 
know—to realize that we are His dearly beloved children. 

Jesus teaches us to pray: “our FATHER”.  As close as Jesus is to His Father, 
He wants us to have that same closeness with God the Father as well.  Jesus’ 
suffering and death on the cross and His resurrection to life have brought you 
and me to the Father—and Jesus is pleased to call us His brothers and sisters 
(see Hebrews 2:11, 12, 17).  And The Father is now OUR Father, our Dad; 
we are His beloved children and as close as a father to a child can be. 

This is what the work of Christ has done for us: 1 John 3:1 (ESV): “See what 
kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are.”  Rejoice that you ARE, now and forever, a child of the 
Father.  Thank you, Jesus.   

God grant you the joy of Christ your brother and the comfort of the Father’ 

love for you. 

In God’s Peace, Pastor Toensing 
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Please have all infor-

mation or articles 

for the newsletter to 

Chris Hollman  by 

25th, thank you! 

REV. DR. Gerald and Heidi Paul 

Clothing for Orphan Grain 
Train: We can once again send 
gently used clothing to Orphan 
Grain Train. When leaving 
clothes in the drop box outside 
the church by the back door, 
please mark them for either 
OGT or PCM (People's City 
Mission). 

 

  

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Haylee Jarchow, Chauncey 
Ziemann 
3 Roger Brunelle 
6 Kay Jordan, Gerald Reetz 
7 Mersadies Kvasnicka 
8 Gwendolyn Dewey,  
Eric Dewey Jr., Jaxon Hollman 
9 Dawn Smith, Lewis Clark, Kel-
sie Warta, Olga Weidner, 
Heather Wendelin 
10 Teagan Kalkwarf,  
12 Andrew Kahle, Kasey Murphy 
15 Carol Brinkmeyer, Ed Skillett, 
Natalie Hughes-Hardt 
16 Jeff Meinke 

19 Brad Hestermann, Amy Munro, 
Knox Korbel 
22 Judy Wohl 
23 Caleb Markey 
25 Thea Heusinkvelt, Robert  
Kvasnicka, Alayna Poole, Sharon 
Wendelin 
26 Ken Kahle 
27 Fred Weidner 
28 Judi Korte 
29 Jayne Vanasperen 
 

BAPTISMS 
1 Trevis Trautman 
2 Abbie Reitz 

3 Jerad Reetz 
7 Abagail Scott 
10 Donna Brunelle, Scott Brunelle, 
Jaclyn Ourada 
13 A. J. Ellingson 
17 Brady Ellingson, Eric Ellingson 
18 Fran Sieck 
19 Chloe Davis 
20 Tim McDermott, Sean Murphy 
22 Cheyenne DuBray 
24 Jaxon Hollman 
25 Jeff Meinke 
26 Kelsie Warta, Gerald Reetz 
27 Slane Kvasnicka, Kourtney Tarnick 
29 Kay Jordan, Gwen Kalkwarf 

&  

As of September 29, 2020, we at St. John Lutheran have adopted 
the Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul in their career mission work in 
the Cayman Islands.  As a pastor and church planter, Gerald works 
with local church leaders at Safe Harbour Lutheran Church to reach 
out to the people of the Cayman Islands with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Gerald also seeks to serve the Cuban refugee population o 
Grand Cayman, and he supports Concordia the Reformer Seminary 
in the Dominican Republic as an adjunct professor.  In her role, 
Heidi supports the mission efforts and is exploring the possibility of 
starting a preschool for local children.   

Gerald’s birthday is April 19 and Heidi’s is November 28.  Their 
Wedding Anniversary is July 4. 

The Official Adoption Agreement for the Direct Support  of our 
Missionaries in the Cayman Islands is located on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

Please pray for Gerald and Heidi as they serve 
the Lord in the Cayman Islands and throughout 
the Caribbean.  Let us give thanks that they are 
ministering to God’s children in this part of the 
world. 



 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

St. John Children’s Christmas  Program 

Sunday, December 13 at 2:00 pm 

LADIES AID MINUTES 

OUR MISSION Share the Joy 

of His News by growing inward 

through God’s Word, 

Sacraments and fellowship and 

by growing outward through 

words, actions, and mission 

outreach. 
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St. John’s Ladies Aid met on October 28, 2020, with LaVonne Nitzel as hostess. 

We began with singing “I Am Trusting You Lord Jesus”.  Pastor Toensing led us in prayer and a Bible study entitled, 
“Heroes of the Faith: Mary and Martha”’ 

Roll call was taken with 5 members present.  The minutes of the September meeting were read and approved.  The 
treasurer’s report was given. 

Diane reported that Janice purchased 5 totes for storing the holiday decorations for the church.  Those have now 
been filled and placed in storage. 

We discussed the Covid-19 pandemic situation. Due to the rise in the number of cases in our area at the present 
time and the regulations that  would keep us from our usual holiday activities, a motion was made and passed to 
cancel Ladies Aid meetings until January, 2021.   

Normally, we hold election of officers in November for the following year.  We will continue with our current of-
ficers until we meet again in January, 2021.   

A motion was made and passed to make our Christmas time donations as usual.  Janice Reetz will also purchase 
Christmas gifts for our shut ins.   

Jess Eggert and Dianne Kouba had birthdays in October. LeRoy and Donna Hillgren celebrated an anniversary. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the Table Prayer. 

 

Diane Kouba, acting secretary 

NEWSLETTER 

The August-September Newsletter from 
Rev. Joe and Deaconess Dr. Jennie Asher is 
located on the bulletin board in the Nar-
thex.  Anyone who would like a copy, 
please let Chris in the Church Office know. 

  Also, please see the letter from Mission 
Central on page 6 of this Newsletter. 
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Pancake Fundraiser 
     Thank you so much for your wonderful support for our annual pancake 
fundraiser. We had a great turn out and everyone enjoyed the amazing 
food as always. We appreciate all of the food donations and those that 
came to join to eat and fellowship. We did not have all of the preschool 
children at church but those that were able to make it did a great job sing-
ing.  
Prayer Partners 
     I am still in need of 8 prayer partners, I am sure that with Covid not 

everyone has been able to see our bulletin board with all of their pictures and family information. You can call me 
or Kerry in the office  and we can let you know who is still in need if you are not comfortable coming in person. I 
am asking that if you feel so moved you sign up to be a partner. I am really hoping that before the holidays all the 
children will have someone special praying for them. 
Garage Sale 
     We will be holding the annual garage sale on Friday and Saturday November 6 and 7. If you have donations 
please make sure you bring them in this week, this year we will not be accepting adult clothing. Baby and childrens 
clothing are welcome. 
November Activities 
     We will spend the month continuing to meet with both Pastors for chapel. We will be focusing on all that God 
provides and all that we have to be thankful for. Practice will begin for our Christmas program. It will be held on 
Monday night December 14th at 6:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us. 
 

God’s blessings, Miss Kathy   lambsofchrist@gmail.com  402/826-4375 

 

Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple physical, mental and emotional benefits. Psychologist Rob-
ert Emmons calls gratitude “fertilizer for the mind” because of its powerful effects.  
 
He admits gratitude isn’t always easy — especially when life throws us curveballs (see the year 2020) 
— but says it can be most helpful during and after difficulties. Emmons suggests reframing challeng-
es using thankfulness-based language. Ask, for ex-
ample: Though I wasn’t grateful for the experience 
at the time, how can I be now? What lessons did I 
learn, and how did I grow as a person?  
 
Throughout his letters, the apostle Paul reframes 
his extensive sufferings and urges us to do the 
same. “Give thanks in all circumstances,” he writes, 
“for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18, NIV).  



 

ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH –LCMS 
11400 W. Panama Road 

Crete, NE  68333 
4 miles East & 2 miles South of Crete 

Office: 826-3883 
secretarystjohn@hotmail.com 

www.stjohnkramer.org 
Rev. Maynard Toensing, Jr. 
pastortoensing@gmail.com 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH 

Schedule at a Glance 

Worship Services (Sundays 8:30 am, 10:00 am, 6:00 pm)      

Thanksgiving Day Worship Services  (8:30 am & 10:00 am) 

Sunday School (Sundays 9:30 am to 10:15 am) 

Bible Study (dates to be advised)                             

Midweek/Confirmation Classes (Wednesdays 6:30 pm) 

Elders’ Meeting (November 2 at 6:30 pm)   

Evangelism Committee Meeting (November 3 at 6:00 pm)  

Quilting Group (November 10 9:30 am to 2:00 pm)   

Lutheran Women in Mission (November 17 at 7:00 pm)   

Ladies Aid will not meet in November and December, 2020         
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FROM THE ELDERS 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 Remember that October is and was Pastor Appreciation Month!  I’m not sure why it’s just one 
month—-but our Pastor should be appreciated year round for all he does to keep things going as smooth as 
possible for all the members and families at St. John Lutheran Church.   

 On another topic—-please VOTE NOVEMBER 3rd!  Yes, you are only one vote.  
But it’s our Christian and American privilege as citizens to vote.  Please study the candi-
dates and the platform they are representing. 

 We should support those who stand for pro-life.  We should watch out for the 
promotion of groups and Pro-Socialism ideas and platforms.  Some groups are seeking to 
disrupt law and order and Socialism will work in opposition to our Christian faith and be-
liefs—-closing churches and setting up government as “god”. 

 Please spend some time to study and research the political candidates and their 
platforms. 

IT’S YOUR COUNTRY—-IT’S YOUR VOTE! 

 We need to keep in mind that God is in control—-we just need to do the right things that God has 
given us the ability to do. 

God Bless,  

The Elders 
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