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Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus 
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Announcements 
Bells 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 

6 In life no house, no home 

My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 



7 Here might I stay and sing, 

No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003683 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit   See Insert 

 

Kyrie  
C ♫Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have 

mercy upon us. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C ♫ And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray.  … one God, now and forever. 
C ♫ Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament   Ezekiel 37:1-14       
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual   See Insert 
 

Epistle   Romans 8:1-11     
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 
 



Holy Gospel   John 11:1-45    See Insert 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.  
C ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the            

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.   He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the                  

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon    “Hope”   Ezekiel 37:1-14   
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Offertory  

C ♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me.  Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold 
me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
 

Gathering of our Thank Offerings 
 

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 

Death no longer can appall me; 

Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 

From the grave will Christ recall 

me. 

Brighter scenes will then 

commence; 

This shall be my confidence. 
 

2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne 

High above all things is given. 

I shall go where He is gone, 

Live and reign with Him in heaven. 

      God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 

This shall be my confidence. 

 

3 Jesus lives! For me He died, 

Hence will I, to Jesus living, 

Pure in heart and act abide, 

Praise to Him and glory giving. 

All I need God will dispense; 

This shall be my confidence. 
 

4 Jesus lives! I know full well 

Nothing me from Him shall sever. 

Neither death nor pow’rs of hell 

Part me now from Christ forever. 

God will be my sure defense; 

This shall be my confidence. 

 



5 Jesus lives! And now is death 

But the gate of life immortal; 

This shall calm my trembling breath 

When I pass its gloomy portal. 

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 

Jesus is my confidence! 

Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

At the end of each petition:  
 P Lord, in Your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus 

P Bless we the Lord. 
C ♫ Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C ♫ Amen, amen, amen. 
 



Hymn to Depart 

740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV

®
 Bible (The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version
®
), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 



     ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Crete (Kramer), Nebraska. Rev. Maynard L. Toensing Jr. 
 

 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT                            ______MARCH 26, 2023                

WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO OUR WORSHIP SERVICE TODAY.   
Jesus Christ Is the Resurrection and the Life.  The illness and death of Lazarus 

happened “that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). Jesus’ 

miracle of raising Lazarus prompted His arrest and crucifixion, whereby He would 

die “for the nation” and gather “into one the children of God who are scattered 

abroad” (John 11:51–52). As He called Lazarus from the tomb and commanded 

others to “unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:44), Jesus also calls us and 

releases us from the bondage of sin and death. We would not “submit to God’s 

law,” nor could we “please God” (Rom. 8:7–8), but “he condemned sin” in His 

own flesh so “that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us” 

(Rom. 8:3–4). Now through the Gospel, “the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 

the dead dwells” in us (Rom. 8:11). His Word breathes His Spirit into our mortal 

flesh, animating us with His own life. As His ministers preach according to His 

divine command, the Lord Jesus calls us from the grave into the good land that He 

gives us (Ezek. 37:12, 14).  The readings today are as follows:  the Old Testament 

Reading is Ezekiel 37:1-14, the Epistle Reading is Romans 8:1-11,  and the Holy 

Gospel Reading is John 11:1-45.   The Old Testament Reading is the text for 

today’s message, “Hope”.  
 

 
Palm Sunday Worship  April 2  9 am   Easter Sunrise Service  April 9 6:30 am 

Maundy Thursday Worship  April 6  7 pm  Easter Worship Service  April 9  9 am 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service April 7  7 pm 
 

Easter breakfast between sunrise service and 9am service Easter Sunday, April 9. Food 

provided includes: pancakes, eggs, ham, biscuits and gravy. There are 2 sign-up sheets in the 

Narthax. One sheet for side dishes, fruit, and pastries and the second sheet for volunteer shift 

work 6:00 - 8:00am for set-up and serving and 8:00 - 10:00am for serving and clean-up.  Any 

donations and time volunteered is greatly appreciated. Sponsored by LYF and other 

church volunteers. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAMILY OF GOD…. 
 

In our prayers today:   Cindy Hoesche, August Wendelin 
 

For God’s continued care:  All who have been infected with COVID-19, Brianna (8 year old friend 

of Renner and Bachman family), Mark Albrecht (Liz [Eggert] Albrecht’s father-in-law), Roy Bleich 

(Ray Bleich’s brother), Darleen Dittmer, AnnaBella Heckmann (daughter of Rev. Michael and 

Rebecca Heckmann), Ken Kahle, Diane Kouba , Linda Lee, Gene Muff, Richard Rambo (Karen 

(Renner) Rambo’s stepson), Jolene Reetz, Lynette Reetz-June, Del Reiss, Anita Stougard, Fred and 

Olga Weidner   
 

Those in our congregation who are home bound:  Fran Sieck, Albert Vosika  
 

Those in the Military:  Elliott Reitz (at his First Duty Station in Ft Bliss, El Paso, TX) 
 

For our adopted Missionaries:  Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul…please see the bulletin board in 

the Narthex for the March Newsletter; also, it has been posted on our website.  
 

PARISH NEWS AND NOTES 
 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK…Quilting Group will meet Tuesday, March 28 9:30 am to 2:00 

pm—bring a sack lunch and scissors—no experience necessary…Ladies Aid will meet 

Wednesday, March 29 following luncheon (see note below)…Midweek Class meets 

Wednesday, March 29 5:30-6:30 pm …LYF SPONSORED EASTER EGG HUNT is 

Saturday, April 1 at 10 am 
 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE will be at 10:30 am and 6:45 pm this Wednesday, March 29.  

Words of Life from the Cross is the series we are exploring this Lenten season.  This week’s 

theme is “The Dying Word” – Luke 23:46.  Please join us.   
 

THE LADIES AID will host a covered dish luncheon following the morning Lenten service on 

March 29th.  Anyone attending the morning service is invited to join us for lunch.  Our regular 

meeting will follow. 
 

LYF SPONSORED EASTER EGG HUNT…This year’s Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, 

April 1 at 10 am.  Please bring the family and friends to join in the fun.  Hope to see you 

Saturday! 
 

PALM SUNDAY…On Palm Sunday, April 2, Midweek students and Sunday School children 

will sing at the very beginning of worship.  Please plan to have your children attend worship 

April 2 to be a part of this.  Their singing adds so much to a service!   
 

EASTER LILIES…All members of St. John are invited to bring their Easter lilies to adorn our 

altar on Easter Sunday, April 9.  You can bring them to church during the week prior to Easter.   
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will take place July 23rd through the 27th in the evenings at 

church. Our theme this year is “Weird Animals”.  VBS registration is also now available on the 

church website. 
 

BIDS…The Board of Trustees is now taking bids for rent of church farm ground for the year of 

2024.  Please submit your bid to the Trustees or the Church Office by April 1. 
 



SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL time is here again for the Lutheran Witness. If you wish to 

renew your subscription or add a new subscription the cost is an annual fee of $19.20, you may 

leave your check in the offering plate made payable to the church. NEW subscribers, or if you 

wish to cancel your subscription, please let Chris know, the sign-up deadline is March 31.  
 

HYGIENE KITS…As you can see by the posters, our Midweek Students are continuing to 

collect items for hygiene kits for Orphan Grain Train through the month of March. Items 

needed are bath towels, wash cloths, bath-size bars of soap, plastic soap box holders, 

toothbrushes, sturdy combs, small package facial tissues, and nail clippers. Bath towels and 

washcloths should be in good condition and dark colors are recommended. All other items must 

be new. There is a collection container in the narthex at church. Thank you for helping to provide 

these basic needs to people in need. 
 

BIBLES…Please bring your old and not being used Bibles and Christian books to be sent 

overseas for mission work.  A tote is in the entry way.  For more information, go to  

lovepackages.org    Thank you for your generosity. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE attendance for Sunday, March 19 was 96 with 85 joining in Holy 

Communion.  Midweek Lenten Worship Service attendance was 25 at the 10:30 am service and 

21 at the 6:45 pm service.  Worship Services, barring technical difficulties, are Live Streamed 

here: www.youtube.com/@stjohnkramer. Additional information can be found at 

www.stjohnkramer.org. 

 

OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR FEBRUARY, 2023: 
 

General Budget             $10,452.50 Russian Mission  $215.00 

Anniversary Fund            $     315.00 Orphan Grain Train    200.00  

Scholarship Fund            $       40.00 Church Beautification      37.50  

Missions              $     357.50 Evangelism     237.50 

Lenten Missions            $       87.00          

Lambs of Christ            $     204.00 

Our monthly expenses are approximately $16,500.00 

Our monthly Mission Pledge is $1,267.29 
 

St. John Lutheran Church – 11400 West Panama Road – Crete, NE 68333 

Secretary E-Mail: secretarystjohn@hotmail.com   Church Office: 402-826-3883 

Secretary Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:15 - noon 

Website: www.stjohnkramer.org 
 

 

About the cover:   While the sight of the grave may give us the impression that the Lord’s people are sealed off from life, 

not even the grave is too great for our Lord to overcome.  Just as the Creator breathed life into earth to form Adam, so He is 

able to open the graves in order to breathe resurrection life into His people on the Last Day.  So also, even today, not even 

the graveyard of our sin is able to keep us from breathing new life through forgiveness in Christ.  

http://lovepackages.org/
http://www.youtube.com/@stjohnkramer
http://www.stjohnkramer.org/

